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WT O  R E F O R M A T I O N  C O V E N A N T  C H U R C H

room located adjacent to our Nursery, if you 
feel you need quiet or privacy. A video feed of 
the service can be viewed here, as well as in 
the Fellowship Hall below the sanctuary.
Restrooms. Restrooms are located down the stairs 
from the Foyer and in the educational wing.
Weekly Meal. Every week RCC hosts a weekly 
Agape meal after the service (served as a pot-
luck). We always have plenty of food, and 
would love for you to join us for fellowship 
after worship!
Contact. If you would like us to contact you 
this week, please leave your name, phone 
number, and/or email below. Feel free to give 
this to one of our Greeters, Deacons, or Elders.

WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE JOINING US TODAY 
as we worship our great and gracious 

God, and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
If this is your first time with us, allow us to 
introduce ourselves.
Worship Service. Our weekly service follows a 
responsive pattern of worship found in Scrip-
ture, as a dialogue or conversation between the 
Lord and His people. Here God meets with 
us, speaks to us, and blesses us; we speak and 
respond back to Him in praise, thanksgiving, 
and renewed commitment.
Communion. Each week at RCC we celebrate 
the Lord’s Supper, receiving bread and wine as 
covenantal tokens of Jesus’ body and blood. 
Christians – young or old – who are baptized, 
and are in good standing in Christ, are invited 
to partake.

To facilitate Communion distribution, we 
encourage a representative of each household 
or group to come forward using the outer aisles 
to receive the Communion elements. Glu-
ten-free bread is available on the pulpit side.
Nursery. We love having children involved 
in the whole service. Please don’t worry if 
someone with you is wiggly – we are glad to 
have you all worshipping with us! During the 
sermon, nursery care is available for children 
two and under. There is a Nursing Mother’s 

Soli Deo Gloria ~  T O  G O D  B E  T H E  G L O R Y !

NAME: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE  NUMBER: _____________________________________ EMAIL: __________________________________________
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DEACONS: Jeff Cone, Brian Erland, Daniel Forster, Dave Tooze, Bryan Hangartner, Tom Dahlin

elcome



C A L L S  U S  B E F O R E  H I S  P R E S E N C E

T H E



P A S T O R  G R E E T S

C O N G R E G A T I O N 
R E S P O N D S

“He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world 
did not know Him.  He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.”

John 1:10–11

  O God, we confess that too often we live as if the Light had never defeated 
the darkness in the world or in us. We walk in sin and blindness, and ignore 
Jesus whom you sent to be among us, and to be in us. Forgive us, O Lord, 
for not receiving You and not opening our eyes to Your coming. Come to us 
anew, and by Your grace, empower us to receive You with joy, as the shep-
herds; with gratitude, as Simeon; with obedience, as Mary; with love, as You 
have loved us. Even so: come, Lord Jesus. Amen

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children 
of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” John 1:12–14

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for your sins and to be 
raised for your justification; and for His sake forgives you all your sins. This 
I declare in the name and authority of the Father and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.  Amen

S I L E N T  C O N F E S S I O N

J O I N T  C O N F E S S I O N

C L E A N S E S  U S  I N  C H R I S T

T H E

p ur i f ica t ion of fer ing,  g i f t  of  g lor y 

Pastor: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit!
  Congregation: Amen! Matthew 28:19

The LORD be with you! Ruth 2:4

  And also with you!

Behold the days are coming, declares Yahweh,
  When I fulfi ll the promise I made to the house of Israel!

I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David,
  And he shall execute justice and righteousness! Jeremiah 33:14



Lift up your hearts!

S U R S U M  C O R D A — l i f t  u p  y o u r  h e a r t

Let us give thanks to the LORD, our God!

J . B .  J o r d a n 

P A S T O R  L E A D S  L I F T I N G 
U P  O F  Y O U R  H A N D S

C O N S E C R A T E S  U S  B Y  H I S  W O R D

T H E

ascension,  of fer ing,  g i f t  of  k nowledge



P A S T O R  S P E A K SIt is truly proper, right, wholesome, and beneficial that we should at all times, 
and in all places, give praise unto Thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Ever-
lasting God. Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify Thy glorious Name; evermore worshipping Thee!
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T H E  M A G N I F I C A T

(Luke 1: 46–55)

46 And Mary said: “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 47 And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.
48 For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant; 
For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed.
49 For He who is mighty has done great things for me, 
And holy is His name.
50 And His mercy is on those who fear Him 
From generation to generation.
51 He has shown strength with His arm; 
He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
52 He has put down the mighty from their thrones, 
And exalted the lowly.
53 He has filled the hungry with good things, 
And the rich He has sent away empty.
54 He has helped His servant Israel, 
In remembrance of His mercy,
55 As He spoke to our fathers, 
To Abraham and to his seed forever.”

P A S T O R  S T A R T S

C O N G R E G A T I O N 
R E S P O N D S
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 STRAIGHT PATHS

D E V I N  S M I T H   |   1 2 / 1 6 / 1 7

MARK 1: 1–3

New King James Version (NKJV)

1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it is written in 

the Prophets:

“Behold, I send My messenger before Your 

face,

Who will prepare Your way before You.”

3 “The voice of one crying in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord;

Make His paths straight.’ ”
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R E S P O N S E  T O  G O D ’ S  W O R D  -  T R I B U T E  O F F E R I N G

“Give to the LORD the glory due His name; bring an off ering, and come into His courts. O, worship the 

LORD in the beauty of holiness! Tremble before Him, all the earth.” Psalm 96:8-9

P L E A S E  B R I N G 
F O R W A R D  Y O U R 
T I T H E S  A N D 
O F F E R I N G S  D U R I N G 
T H I S  S O N G



S O N G  O F  S U P P L I C A T I O N

If you have a prayer request for the public prayer, please fill out a prayer card 
and pass it to the center aisle at this time. Someone will collect the cards 
during this song.
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P R A Y E R  C A R D S

&

?

#

#

œ
O

3.
2.
1.

O
O

5. O
O4.

œ

œœ

œ œ œ œ

come,
come,
come,

come,
come, Thou

Thou
O

Thou
O

Key
Rod

come,
Wis -

come,

of
of

Thou
dom
Em -

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

Da -
Jes -
Lord
from
man - u -

on
of
se,
vid,

.˙ œ

˙ œ œœ œ œ œ

.˙ œ
el,

high,
might,
free

come,

And
Who
Who
Thine
And

.˙ œ

.˙ œ.˙ œ

œ œ œ œ
ran -
or -
to

own
o -

som
ders
Thy
from
pen

cap -
all

tribes
Sa -

wide

tive
things

on
tan’s
our

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

&

?

#

#

œ œ œ œ
Is -
might -
Si -
tyr -
heav’n -

ra -
i -

nai’s
an -
ly

œ œ œ œ

˙ œ œœ œ œ œ

.˙ œ
el,
ly

height
ny;

home;

That
To
In
From
Make

.˙ œ

.˙ œ.˙ œ

œ œ œ œ
mourns

us
an -

depths
safe

in
the

cient
of

the

lone -
path
times
hell
way

ly
of

didst
Thy
that

œ œ œ œ#

œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

˙ œ œ
ex -

know -
give
peo -

leads

ile
ledge
the
ple
on

œ ˙n œ#

˙ œ œœ œ œ œ

.˙ œ
here

show,
law

save,
high,

Un -
And
In
And
And

.˙ œ

.˙ œ.˙ œ

&

?

#

#

œ œ œ œ
til
teach
cloud
give
close

the
us

and
them
the

Son
in

maj -
vic -

path

of
Her
es -
t’ry
to

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
God
ways
ty
o’er
mis -

ap -
to

and
the
er -

.˙ œ

˙ œ œœ œ œ œ

.˙
pear.
go.

awe.
grave.

y.

.˙

.˙ .˙

œ

Re -

œ

œœ

.˙ œ

joice! Re -

.˙ œ

.˙ œ.˙ œ

.˙ œ

joice! Em -

.˙ œ

.˙ œ

.˙ œ

&

?

#

#

œ œ œ œ
man - u -

.˙ œ
˙ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

.˙ œ
el Shall

.˙ œ

.˙ œ.˙ œ

œ œ œ œ
come to thee, O

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
Is - - - ra -

œ œ œ œ
˙ œ œœ œ œ œ

.˙
el.

.˙

.˙ .˙

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
VENI EMMANUEL (8 8. 8 8. 8 8)
13th century plainsong
arr. Thomas Helmore, 1856 

 Latin antiphon, 12th century
tr. John Mason Neale, 1851; alt. 

6. O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
    Our spirits by Thine advent here.
    Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
    And death's dark shadows put to flight.

7. O come, Desire of Nations, bind 
    In one the hearts of all mankind;
    Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
    And be Thyself our King of Peace!



T H E  G R E A T  P R A Y E R
C O N C L U D I N G  W I T H  T H E  L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R

  Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.  Matthew 6:9–13

C O N G R E G A T I O N 
P R A Y S  A L O N G 
W I T H  P A S T O R

P R E P A R A T I O N  F O R  C O M M U N I O N

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord has prepared His table for all 
who love and trust in Him for their salvation. All those who have repented 
of their sins, have been baptized and are in good standing in the Church of 
Jesus Christ are welcome at this table. For the promise is to you and to your 
children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.

Leader: Christian, in Whom do you believe?

  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in 
Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the virgin Mary, suff ered under Pontius Pilate, was crucifi ed, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the com-
munion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
The Apostle’s Creed

L E A D E R  B E G I N S

C O N G R E G A T I O N 
R E S P O N D S

C O M M U N E S  W I T H  U S  A T  H I S  T A B L E

T H E

p ea ce of fer ing,  g i f t  of  l i fe



E U C H A R I S T  D I S T R I B U T I O N  S O N G 



F I N A L  S C R I P T U R E  R E A D I N G
C O N G R E G A T I O N 
S T A N D S

C O M M I S S I O N S  U S  A N D  S E N D S  U S  O U T

T H E



B E N E D I C T I O N

“Then Aaron lifted his hand toward the people, blessed them, and came down from offering the purification offering, the 

ascension offering, and peace offerings.” Leviticus 9:22



P R AY E R

Worship
Prayer for wisdom and guidance for our Elders and Deacons.

Mission
Prayers for Early Rain Covenant Church in China, as officials have begun 

arresting church leaders and members. Prayers for comfort and strength 
to persevere for all who have been arrested or harassed by the police. 

Discipleship
Prayers for the Women’s Bible Study. Prayer that it will 

bear fruit in the lives of everyone who attends.

Prayer for the Young Men’s Book Study, led by Tyler Cone, 
that it would be a blessing to all who attend.

Prayers for the Sunday School teachers as they 
begin a new Sunday School Year.

Community
Prayers for comfort for the Shaw clan at this time, 

as they mourn the passing of Lois Shaw.

Praise that we have our speakers lined up for Family Camp 
2019: Pastor Gene Helsel and Pastor Sergiy Terentyev. 

D O C T R I N E

Sermon: “Straight Paths” Devin Smith
Next Week: “Why Did Jesus Have To Come To Earth?” George Shubin

Greeters: Aaron & Bert
Next Week: John & Minden

F E L L O W S H I P

Wednesday, Dec. 19: Women’s Bible Study 6:30 PM 

Wednesday, Dec. 19: Elder Meeting 7 PM

Sunday, Dec. 23: Christmas Agape!
Dec. 24–28: Church Office Closed for Christmas
Sunday, Dec. 30: New Year’s Breakfast Agape!

Jan. 19: Roe v. Wade March at Pioneer Courthouse Square 2:30 PM

B R E A K I N G  O F  B R E A D

Agape Cleanup:  B&A Hangartner, Kulbe, Rhodes, A&R Hayes
Next Week: Tooze, Young, P&S Mahar, Dahlin

And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. Acts 2:42

B I R T H D A Y S     A N N I V E R S A R I E S&
T H I S  W E E K

Wednesday, December 19: Christina Adams 
Friday, December 21: Elizabeth Traub 

Friday, December 21: Ann Cone 
Friday, December 21: Hero Young

Saturday, December 22: Sylvia Coombs

N E X T  W E E K

 <Sunday, December 23: Kip and Lisa Poindexter
Monday, December 24: Bob Evans 

Friday, December 28: William Forster 

CHURCH OFFICE CONTACT   office@reformationcovenant.org  |  503-656-9444

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  10–4 Tue–Fri




